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Home Illinois Summit
2023 Event Program and Schedule

June 14, 2023
Malcolm X Community College

1900 W Van Buren St, Chicago, IL 60612
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Summit Master of Ceremony: Chief Homelessness Officer Christine Haley, 
Office to Prevent and End Homelessness (OPEH)

8:00 am – 9:00 am 
REGISTRATION AND LIGHT BREAKFAST 

 Location: Main Hall

9:00 am – 10:00 am 
OPENING PLENARY: IN CONVERSATION WITH 

INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE ON HOMELESSNESS 
Location: Auditorium

WELCOME:

•	 Illinois Governor JB Pritzker (Video)
•	 Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson

BUILDING HOME ILLINOIS: Panel with Interagency Task Force on 
Homelessness
Moderator: Deputy Governor Sol Flores

Panelists: 

•	 Director Delrice Adams, Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority (ICJIA) 
•	 Executive Director Kristin Faust, Illinois Housing Development Authority 

(IHDA)
•	 Secretary Grace B. Hou, Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS)
•	 Director Heidi Mueller, Illinois Department of Juvenile Justice (IDJJ) 
•	 Director Terry Prince, Illinois Department of Veteran Affairs (IDVA) 

10:00 am – 10:15 am 
15 MINUTE BREAK/TRANSITION  

TO BREAKOUT SESSIONS
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10:15 am – 11:15 am 
 BREAKOUT SESSIONS 1

1.	 BUILDING CAPACITY FOR MEDICAL RESPITE CARE  
& THE MEDICAID 1115 WAIVER APPLICATION
Location: Auditorium  
Speakers: Julia Dobbins (National Healthcare for the Homeless Council), 
Richard Ducatenzeiler (The Boulevard), Darrell Ferguson (The Boulevard), 
Gabriela Moroney (HFS), Rachel Thomas (Illinois Public Health Institute) 

This session will update the audience with findings from a capacity-building 
initiative that will lead to more homeless-dedicated medical respite 
programs statewide. This topic will tie into an update and overview about 
the proposed 1115 Medicaid waiver that would allow the State of Illinois to 
pay for Medical Respite and Supportive Housing Pre-tenancy and Tenancy 
Services for people experiencing homelessness.

2.	 HOMELESSNESS 101
Location: Room 1101  
Speakers: Katie Eighan (Alliance to End Homelessness in Suburban Cook 
County), Kate Green (Home for All), Carolyn Ross (All Chicago)  

This session is led by Continuum of Care Leaders and People with Lived 
Experience to begin a baseline education for Welcoming Centers in 
attendance who are responding to new arrivals and their housing needs. 
Key takeaways will include meaningful but high level overview of homeless 
systems of care, resources available to people regardless of immigration 
status, and ways to develop partnerships. 
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10:15 am – 11:15 am  
BREAKOUT SESSIONS 1 (continued)

3.	 PEER LEADERSHIP AND PEER WORKFORCE
Location: Room 1102  
Speakers: Susan Day (Supportive Housing Providers Association), Nanette 
Larsen (IDHS), Chris O’Hara (Peer), Ricky Reese (Peer), Marketta Sims (Peer) 
Kristal Thompson (Peer) 

Peer-facilitated panel that will comprise of individuals in the homeless 
sector (program, leadership, practitioners) that will engage the audience 
in developing leadership skills, self-advocacy, system advocacy, influencing 
program design and feedback on efficacy from the perspective of a person 
with lived experience. The Peer Panel will focus on how individuals with 
lived experiences can be proactive in pursuing new opportunities and 
function as leaders later on. The presentation by the Division of Mental 
Health will provide concrete information on how people with lived 
experiences can become Certified Peer Support Specialist as a career 
pathway.

4.	 HOMELESSNESS & SUPPORTIVE HOUSING LEGISLATIVE ROUND-UP
Location: Room 1103  
Speakers: David Esposito (Supportive Housing Providers Association), 
Representative Will Guzzardi (Illinois General Assembly), Michelle Jenkins 
(IDHS) Senator Adriane Johnson (Illinois General Assembly), Representative 
Lindsey LaPointe (Illinois General Assembly), Bob Palmer (Housing Action 
Illinois) 

This engaging session will educate and celebrate the legislative and budget 
wins for the affordable housing and homelessness response sector in FY24 
and look ahead to the next session.

11:15 am – 11:30 am 
15 MINUTE BREAK/TRANSITION TO LUNCH 

Location: Main Hall
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11:30 am – 1:30 pm 
LUNCH PLENARY: IN CONVERSATION WITH  
THE COMMUNITY ADVISORY COUNCIL ON 

HOMELESSNESS (CACH) 
 Location: Main Hall

Opening Remarks: Chief Christine Haley and Debbie Reznick (Polk Bros. 
Foundation), CACH Co-Chairs
Welcome: HUD Regional Administrator Diane Shelley (Invited)
Keynote Address: Congresswoman Delia Ramirez, US House of Representatives
Building Home Illinois: Panel with Persons with Lived Expertise
Moderator: Deputy Governor Sol Flores
Panelists: 
•	 Johan with Karla Lopez, Brighton Park Neighborhood Council
•	 Donte Lucas, Covenant House
•	 Tamela Milan-Alexander, EverThrive, CACH
•	 Richard Rowe, CSH, Chicago Lived Experience Commission, CACH
•	 Kayla Wallace, Flexible Housing Pool Lived Experience Advisory Council

Home Illinois Recognitions 

•	 Kristal Thompson, Person with Lived Expertise, Presented by Chief Christine 
Haley  

•	 Full Circle Communities, Supportive Housing Developer, Presented by IHDA 
Executive Director Kristin Faust

•	 Phoenix Community Development Services, Service Provider, Presented by 
IDHS Secretary Grace B. Hou

•	 Rev. Ronnie Woods, Civic Leader, Presented by by Chief Christine Haley
•	 Rep. Will Guzzardi, Elected Representative, Presented by Chief Homelessness 

Officer Christine Haley
•	 John Cheney Egan, State of Illinois Leader, Presented by Deputy Governor Sol 

Flores

1:30 pm – 1:45 pm 
15 MINUTE BREAK/TRANSITION  

TO BREAKOUT SESSIONS
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1:45 pm – 2:45 pm  
BREAKOUT SESSIONS 2

1.	 WELCOMING NEW ARRIVALS TO ILLINOIS  
Location: Auditorium 
Speakers: Ruth Lopez McCarthy (IDHS), Nereida Oropeza (Brighton Park 
Neighborhood Council), Mariana Osoria (Family Focus), City of Chicago

Attendees will learn about the new arrival migrant population the state 
started welcoming in mass from the southern border in August of 2022. 
Attendees will leave with a basic understanding of the unique challenges 
migrants face as they navigate the US immigration system and the asylum 
process. Attendees will also hear from community-based organizations 
and gain a deeper understanding of the issues encountered by these 
organizations serving new arrivals and how they intersect with broader 
community concerns.

2.	 SCALING PERMANENT SUPPORTIVE HOUSING STATEWIDE
Location: Room 1101 
Speakers: Emily Mueller (IHDA), Evan Ponder (IHDA) 

IHDA staff will share how the agency is scaling the number of permanent 
supportive housing units across the state. You will hear about funding 
opportunities, developers convenings, and efforts to build capacity among 
providers and interagency coordination. 

3.	 QUALITY DATA ACROSS ILLINOIS 
Location: Room 1102 
Speakers: Erin Healy (Community Solutions), Brenda O’Connell (Lake 
County) 

This is a facilitated group presentation about creating a path to CoC-level 
Quality Data, achieving Functional Zero, and successes to date in Illinois. 
The presentation will also recruit and introduce an immediate opportunity 
to join a new Illinois learning cohort focused on achieving quality data 
(launching Fall 2023).
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1:45 pm – 2:45 pm  
BREAKOUT SESSIONS 2 (continued)

4.	 FLEXIBLE HOUSING POOL RE-ENTRY PROGRAM: SUPPORTIVE HOUSING 
FOR RETURNING RESIDENTS  
Location: Room 1103  
Speakers: Ivan Davis (Center for Housing & Health), Liza Duschesneau 
(Center for Housing & Health), Angela Mecagni (Illinois Department of 
Corrections (IDOC)), Greg Runyan (IDOC), Dave Thomas (Center for Housing 
& Health) 

This facilitated discussion and learning opportunity will engage the audience 
in the FHP model and the expansion to the reentry population in partnership 
with the Illinois Department of Corrections. The presentation will dig into 
service delivery processes and paradigms and linkage of housing advocacy 
and support connected to clinical care. The session will also celebrate 
the metrics and outcomes that are impacted by supportive housing 
interventions for people reentering community life after incarceration. This 
session will highlight strategies for people with mental health, substance 
use, chronic health conditions and housing instability.

2:45 - 3:00 pm  
15 MINUTE BREAK/TRANSITION  

TO BREAKOUT SESSIONS
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3:00 pm – 4:00 pm  
BREAKOUT SESSIONS 3

1.	 DATA INFORMING POLICY: GUARANTEED INCOME PILOT & HOUSING 
STABILITY DASHBOARD 
Location: Auditorium 
Speakers: Adonia Bekele (Inclusive Economy Lab), Emily Metz (Inclusive 
Economy Lab) 

This session will connect the dots on active research projects that inform 
and respond to changes in homeless prevention and housing policy. 
The presenters will update the community about the new Statewide 
Homelessness Prevention Dashboard and the Guaranteed Income Pilot that 
is completing enrollment of people in shelters in select Illinois communities.

2.	 YOUTH EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS IN ILLINOIS: WHAT’S NEXT FOR 
STABILITY & SUSTAINABILITY 
Location: Room 1101  
Speakers: Christine Brown (Chicago State University), Ashely Lewis  
(Illinois Board of Higher Education), Johnna Lowe (CSH) 

Attendees will learn about what is happening for youth discharged from 
state systems of care and how the state plans to support housing stability. 
Attendees will also learn about Illinois Board of Higher Education initiatives 
to end homelessness on college campuses as well as hear from an IBHE 
grantee about their experiences assisting homeless youth.
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3:00 pm – 4:00 pm  
BREAKOUT SESSIONS 3 (continued)

3.	 RURAL HOMELESSNESS: 100-DAY CHALLENGE AND RURAL HOMELESS 
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS
Location: Room 1102 
Speakers: Manda LaPorte (Housing Assistance Council), Jonathan Harwitz 
(Housing Assistance Council),Marney Thomas (Re!nstitute), Cheneé Young 
(Housing Assistance Council)

This will be a collaborative discussion facilitated by Re!nstitute and the 
Housing Assistance Council (HAC) on the current projects in the state of 
Illinois addressing rural homelessness. Specifically the groups will preview 
the Rural Homelessness Report to be released in 2023 and report on the 
progress of the three communities participating in the 100-Day Challenge to 
End Rural Homelessness

4.	 RACIAL EQUITY ROUNDTABLE ON BLACK HOMELESSNESS 
Location: Room 1103
Speakers: Sherri Allen-Reeves (Phoenix Foundation), Iván Arenas (University 
of Illinois at Chicago, Institute for Research on Race & Public Policy), Rev. 
Dwight Ford (Project Now),  John Herring (Illinois Network for Centers for 
Independent Living) 

This facilitated roundtable panel will engage participants in a discussion 
about the efforts of the Racial Equity Roundtable on Black Homelessness 
in Illinois. Members of the roundtable will collectively present on the 
background of the Roundtable, its organizational goals, as well as provide 
insight on its community-driven approach to help prevent and end racial 
disparities of Black homelessness in Illinois. Question topics will encourage 
unity in the needs of addressing housing and services.

2:45 - 3:00 pm  
15 MINUTE BREAK/TRANSITION  

TO BREAKOUT SESSIONS
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4:10 pm – 4:30 pm 
CLOSING 

Location: Auditorium

Speaker: Rev. Dwight Ford (Project Now)

4:30 PM 
RECEPTION 

Location: Main Hall

FACILITY MAP
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Illinois Interagency Task Force on Homelessness
Delrice Adams, Executive Director, Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority
Paula Basta, Director, Illinois Department on Aging
Brian Durham, Executive Director, Illinois Community College Board
Theresa Eagleson, Director, Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services
Kristin Faust, Executive Director, Illinois Housing Development Authority
Christine Haley, Chief, Illinois Office to Prevent and End Homelessness (Chair)
Grace B. Hou, Secretary, Illinois Department of Human Services
Latoya Hughes, Acting Director, Illinois Department of Corrections 
Brendan Kelly, Director, Illinois State Police
Ray Marchiori, Interim Director, Illinois Department of Employment Security
Heidi Mueller, Director, Illinois Department of Juvenile Justice 
Ginger Ostro, Executive Director, Illinois Board of Higher Education 
Terry Prince, Director, Illinois Department of Veterans’ Affairs
Kristin Richards, Director, Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic 

Opportunity 
Tony Sanders, Superintendent, Illinois State Board of Education
Marc D. Smith, Director, Illinois Department of Children and Family Services 
Marc Staley, Deputy Director, Governor’s Office of Management & Budget 
Sameer Vohra, MD, Director, Illinois Department of Public Health

Community Advisory Council on Homelessness
Sandy Deters, Housing Coordinator, Embarras River Basin Agency
Otha Gaston, Chicago Lived Experience Commission
Christine Haley, Chief Homelessness Officer, Illinois Office to Prevent & End 

Homelessness (Co-Chair)
Jennifer Hill, Executive Director, Alliance to End Homelessness in Suburban  

Cook County
Niya Kelly, Director of State Legislative Policy, Equity and Transformation,  

Chicago Coalition for the Homeless
Brandie Knazze, Commissioner, Chicago Department of Family and 

 Support Services
Ronald Lund, Community Services Director, Project Now
Tamela Milan-Alexander, Community Engagement Director, EverThrive Illinois/

Collaborative on Child Homelessness Illinois
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Community Advisory Council on Homelessness (continued) 
Richard Monocchio, Executive Director, Housing Authority of Cook County
Brenda O’Connell, Community Development Administrator, Lake County
Veronica Reyes, Chief of Staff, Resurrection Project Susan Reyna-Guerrero, 

Executive Director, Covenant House
Debbie Reznick, Senior Program Officer, Polk Bros. Foundation (Co-Chair)
Carolyn Ross, President and CEO, All Chicago 
Richard Rowe, Senior Program Manager, CSH 
Nicole Wilson, Vice President of Community Investment, Heart of Illinois  

United Way

Research Posters:
•	 Community Solutions: Quality Data
•	 Cook County Health, CSH & Center for Housing & Health: Flexible Housing 

Pool Evaluation
•	 VNA Foundation: Health Workers in Permanent Supportive Housing

Background:
In September 2021, Governor Pritzker took a significant step in addressing 
homelessness in Illinois by signing the Executive Order to Fight Homelessness. 
This order led to the creation of the Illinois Interagency Task Force on 
Homelessness and the appointment of a State Homelessness Chief.

On June 14, 2023, please join the Governor for the Home Illinois Summit, where 
we will showcase the innovations and progress made throughout the state 
through the dedicated investments made the State of Illinois. Your participation 
in the summit will provide an opportunity to shape future plans for continued 
progress and collaboration in the upcoming year.

During the summit, we will acknowledge and honor the commitment and 
contributions of Illinois’ exceptional leaders, including individuals with lived 
experience of homelessness, service providers, and advocates. Together, we 
will foster an environment of appreciation and further advance our efforts to 
combat homelessness.

The Office to Prevent & End Homelessness would like to 
thank High Ground Partners, IDHS, Illinois Office of Communication & 

Information, Polk Bros. Foundation and the Supportive Housing Providers 
Association for their support of the Home Illinois Summit.




