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Illinois Opioid Crisis Response Advisory Council 

 Public Awareness & Education Committee Meeting 

October 17, 2018 

MEETING MINUTES 

Chair: Karel Homrig 

Committee Members on the Call: Carol West, Becky Dornan, Luke Tomsha, Trish Turner, 
Staci Allan, Sam Gillespie, Patricia Johnson 

AHP Representative on the Call: Sue Pickett 

Welcome 

Karel and Sue welcomed the group. Sue gave a brief summary of the October 15th Council 
meeting.  

Discussion: Review of Task Force’s Request for Additional Input on Recommendation 
3.2. 

Recommendation 3.2: Develop messaging for professionals (law enforcement, 
educators, clergy, etc.) who interact with people with OUD on a regular basis in non-
clinical treatment settings. 

 
Task Force request for further input: Identify and inventory for Task Force review what 
resources and messaging regarding OUD and treatment already exist for non-clinical 
professionals that could be used for future targeted education. 
 
 Karel reminded the group that the committee’s summer assignment was to identify 

resources and information that could be used to educate non-clinical professionals about 
opioids, opioid misuse and treatment, and upload those resources to the Sharepoint site 
AHP created. Only a few committee members uploaded resources, and not many resources 
overall were uploaded. The Task Force has requested that we provide an array of 
resources, so we need to continue our work. How can we better identify resources for this 
target audience? 

 Sue asked Luke and Staci to share what has worked well for their respective organizations 
when doing outreach to this target audience. Luke noted that it’s important to build trust and 
educate people on how the opioid crisis impacts them and their community. For example, he 
talks with business leaders about how the opioid crisis affects their workforce and health 
insurance costs, and why it’s important to keep people with opioid use disorder (OUD) alive.  
Staci shared that Live4Lali has created trainings for specific audiences and that these 
trainings are based on what those audiences need. She will ask Chelsea if these trainings 
could be shared with the committee.   

 Committee members discussed how people access information, noting that people consume 
information differently. Printed materials may not be effective, nor databases that put the 
onus on people to search for and access information on their own. Putting out “bites” of 
information on social media may be a good method for getting messages out to this target 
audience. 

 Rather than identifying specific resources, it may make more sense for the committee to 
focus on developing appropriate messaging for different audiences that resonates with 
them. The committee could create short messages for social media and test them with 
target audiences. Getting short messages out can help facilitate discussions with our target 
audiences about opioid, opioid misuse and treatment. 
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 Committee members agreed that it would be important to engage subject matter experts—
members of our target audiences—and ask them what they need and what would be useful, 
rather than developing something without their input. Surveying our target audiences also 
would be useful.  

 Committee members agreed to zero in on a couple of groups and divide up the work of 
talking with subject matter experts and getting their input.  

o Committee members targeted two groups: educators and clergy.  
o The group developed questions that can be used both in one-on-one conversations 

with subject matter experts (i.e., educators and clergy) and in a survey that will be 
widely distribute to these groups. Questions focus on messaging format, what people 
want to know about opioid use and their attitudes about substance use. These 
questions are: 
1) Messaging about the opioid crisis is delivered in several ways, such as through 

social media, public service announcements and paper pamphlets. Which is the 
best way to reach you? (Respondents are given a list of options and asked to 
choose all that apply). 

2) What would you like to know about opioid/heroin addiction and treatment? 
3) What are your challenges related to serving those for whom opioid misuse and 

overdose are a possibility? 
4) What do you think about people who struggle with substance use? 

 Sue will write a draft survey and send it to Karel to review. Karel will finalize the survey and 
create a survey monkey link and distribute it to the committee. We also will have a paper 
version for people to use in one-on-one conversations. Becky Dornan is willing to survey 
educators through the superintendent or building principal level. 

Next Steps 

Please share this survey link with clergy and/or educational professionals in your communities 
or networks. https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H67CYTV.  A PDF version of the survey is 
attached for those who wish to print and complete a paper copy.  To keep our work moving 
forward, please send the link by November 9. If you are using the paper version, please send 
your responses to Karel by November 9. 
 
 

 


