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Illinois Opioid Crisis Response Advisory Council 

MAT Committee Meeting 

MEETING MINUTES 

Chair: Ron Vlasaty 

Committee Members Attending by Phone/In-Person: Cuinal Lewis, Meryl Sosa, Richard 
Weisskopf, Barbara Cimaglio, Sam Gillespie, Adam Rondeau, Dan Rabbitt, Tom Troe, Steve 
Holtsford, Juleigh Nowinksi-Konchak, Katy Brown, Blanca Campos, Luke Tomsha, Michael 
Blain, Marvin Lindsey, Gail Gabbert 

AHP Representative: Sue Pickett 

Welcome and Introductions 

Ron welcomed the group and thanked Dr. Cuinal Lewis for hosting the meeting at Specialized 
Assistance Services, Inc. (SASI). Committee members shared the following brief updates: 

 Ron reported that SUPR followed through on the Committee’s recommendation to 
implement Hub and Spoke models. SUPR funded two Hub and Spoke pilot projects this 
summer and will fund three additional projects by the end of this year. Key elements of 
these projects include enhancing access to methadone services, expanding buprenorphine 
and naltrexone providers, participation in learning collaboratives, and provision of recovery 
support services. 

 Centerstone of Illinois received a 3-year Regional Partnership Grant to Increase the Well-
being of and to Improve the Permanency Outcomes for Children Affected by Substance 
Abuse from the Administration of Children and Families. Centerstone is partnering with 
DCFS and will work with substance-involved families in Madison County who are at risk of 
losing custody of their children. 

 SASI has an 80 bed facility in Kankakee County that is closing due to low census. Given 
that this is an under-resourced area, Dr. Lewis is looking for opportunities for the building to 
be used for substance use treatment. Please contact her at CLewis@sasichgo.org.  
 

Discussion: Update on the Task Force’s Request for Additional Input on Committee 
Recommendation 6.2. and Helping MAT Providers Navigate Community Logistics Toolkit 

Recommendation 6.2: Increase the number of MAT providers in Illinois by providing 
targeted training and technical assistance to encourage providers to become MAT 
prescribers and support current prescribers. 
Task Force request for additional information: Identify and compile existing training materials for 
MAT prescribers. 
 
 This past summer, Committee members were asked to upload resources to the Sharepoint 

site AHP created. Most of the resources focused on how to become DATA-waivered and 
how to apply to be an approved methadone provider. There are few resources to help 
providers navigate community logistics, such as information on what zoning approval is 
needed to become a methadone provider, or how to combat stigma and “not in my back 
yard” (NIMBY). Since the MAT committee has the expertise and experience in implementing 
programs and navigating related community issues, Ron suggests that the group expand 
this recommendation and help the State create a comprehensive tool that includes 
information to fully prepare providers to deliver MAT. This toolkit is in align with the 
committee’s goals to expand the number of MAT providers in Illinois and assist those who 
are considering making MAT part of their practice. 
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o The toolkit would be a standard template on how to lay the groundwork needed to 
become a MAT provider. The toolkit will include all three forms of MAT (see attached 
handout). It will be a living document; it’s “home” to be determined. 

o The toolkit should encourage the use of telehealth. HR6, The Substance Use-Disorder 
Prevention that Promotes Opioid Recovery and Treatment for Patients and 
Communities Act supports telehealth and MAT (see attached document). 

o The toolkit should include information on what needs to be in place before a provider 
can open his/her doors. “Pre-opening doors” processes would include information on 
billing and reimbursement and regulations.  

o Community education and awareness also needs to be a part of the toolkit. This 
includes information on what needs to be presented to communities to encourage their 
buy-in, such as data on what the opioid crisis looks like for a specific community (e.g., 
number of fatal and non-fatal overdoses), having community members tell their stories, 
and identifying communities’ unique resources. 

o Supports for physicians who are DATA-waivered but are not prescribing buprenorphine 
should be included. SUPR will present data from their statewide survey of DATA-
waivered physicians at a future Council meeting. We need to know where these 
physicians are but also make sure that they are aware of and have access to learning 
collaboratives and training programs such as Rush University Medical Center’s OUD 
Treatment Fellowship Program. 

o Getting organizational/administrative buy-in and support is a critical piece to expanding 
MAT within an existing practice. This information also needs to be included in the 
toolkit. 

o Information on how to build linkages and coalitions with therapists and community 
health centers to provide counseling support should be included.  

 The group agreed to form two subcommittees that will be responsible for developing specific 
sections of the toolkit. The Pre-Opening Doors Subcommittee will focus on processes and 
procedures that need to be in place before MAT can be provided. Community education and 
awareness will be a topic this subcommittee addresses. Ron has agreed to chair this 
subcommittee. The Implementation Subcommittee will focus on processes and procedures 
that need to be in place to “keep the doors open”; billing and reimbursement will be a topic 
that this subcommittee addresses. Subcommittees’ first task will be to develop an outline of 
topics to be covered in their respective sections. 

Discussion: MAT Tele-Counseling 

Gail Gabbert gave an overview of her work at Interactions Therapy Center in Galena. Dr. 
Gabbert assists physicians who provide MAT with the counseling piece. Her clinic conducts 
assessments and offers a linkage agreement with MAT providers to help them connect with 
patients. The clinic uses telehealth in some cases to conduct assessments and make these 
linkages. For more information go to: https://youtu.be/SrhEboMxM4c. 

Discussion: Use of New Extended-Release Buprenorphine Products 

There are new buprenorphine products that are being released that are longer lasting and less 
likely to be diverted. The group agreed that it’s important to become more educated about these 
products so we know what we might recommend. Committee members are encouraged to go to 
the SAMSHA-funded State Target Response-Technical Assistance (STR-TA) website 
(https://www.getstr-ta.org/) and review training topics. An STR-TA specialist could provide 
training on topic we nominate at a future meeting.   
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Next Steps 

 The Task Force has approved the Committee creating the toolkit. However, the Task Force 
will need to review and approve the toolkit before it can be released. 

 If you would like to serve on a subcommittee, please email Sue at spickett@ahpnet.com 
 Please consider serving as the Implementation Subcommittee chair! Sue and her team at 

AHP will supply all administrative support. If you are interested in serving as chair, please 
email Sue (spickett@ahpnet.com) or Ron (rvlasaty@fgcinc.org). 
 


