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Special Meeting of the Development Committee - Thursday October 25
Via teleconference 1-888-494-4032; 655-354-1942#

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Ronald Melka at 3:20 pm.
In attendance: Ron Melka, Margo Roethlisberger, Ray Connor, Nanette Larson, Irwin Kerzner, and Guest Andrea Cooke.
Opening Remarks: Ron apologized for his delay in starting the meeting. He was detained by a meeting in his office with an elected official that went overtime.
1. Approval of Agenda: Ray moved and Margo seconded that the agenda be approved as presented. The motion carried unanimously.
1. Approval of Minutes of the August 16, 2018, Meeting: Margo moved and Ray seconded that the Minutes be approved as presented. The motion carried unanimously.
1. Orientation of new members: Ron reported on the orientation presentation the the committee had developed two years ago; and how he would schedule orientation during our Council Meeting next week. He wanted to wait until after the November 1 meeting because there were a few new members that may be added then, and we would not have to repeat the process. He also asked if there were items from the Strategic Planning process that should be added. Andre replied that the new mission, values and vision had been approved and should be added.
1. Recruitment of Potential Council Members: Two candidates have requested membership in IMHPAC: Dr. Sidney H. Weissman and Jennifer McGowan-Tomke.
Dr. Sidney H. Weissman, M.D. is a psychiatrist and Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at the Feinberg School of Medicine at Northwestern University, and comes with substantial appointments, awards, publications and honors. He is an outstanding candidate and a leader in the field for many years. Ray moved and Margo seconded that Dr. Weissman be brought to the full council to be voted for membership. The motion carried unanimously.
Jennifer McGowan-Tomke, MPH is the Associate Director—National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Chicago. She is a graduate of University of Illinois, Chicago with a Master’s in Public Health, Health Policy and Administration. In addition, Jen worked as a health care policy analyst in the Illinois Governor’s Office. Margo moved and Ray seconded that Jennifer McGowan-Tomke be brought to the full council to be voted for membership. The motion carried unanimously.
Re-appointment of IMHPAC members with expiring terms. Ron referred to the new IMHPAC Roster that shows the membership terms of office. Per the IMHPAC by-laws, each fall the Development Committee determines whose terms that are expiring; and makes recommendations for re-appointment or replacements. We have six members with terms expiring: Orson Morrison, Christine Walker, Amy Starin, Cindy Backstein, Emily Miller, and Mark Heyrman. In addition, Anne Irving had notified Ron that she is no longer able to serve on IMHPAC. Nanette informed the Committee that Emily Miller is resigning from her position from IARF and should not be re-appointed. IARF should replace her with a new candidate. Nanette moved and Ray seconded that the remaining members be reappointed, pending contacting them that they wish to continue their IMHPAC membership and that IARF should submit a new representative for consideration. The motion carried unanimously.
Ron led a discussion about continued recruitment efforts to ensure that we have our appropriate representation of consumers/parents/family members as required; and that we focus our efforts on recruiting from regions 3, 4, and 5 in downstate Illinois. Nanette agreed to contact the list of consumer and family groups she has compiled and send them our information packet. The committee will also post on the DHS website that we are recruiting members, contact NAMI and current providers to suggest consumers/parents/family members for consideration.
1. Public Comment: None
1. Adjournment: a motion for adjournment was made by Margo and seconded by Ray. The motion carried unanimously at 3:43 pm.




