
 

 

Illinois Mental Health Planning & Advisory Council (IMHPAC) 
March 2016 Development Committee Report 

Respectfully Submitted by AJ French & Ron Melka 
 
Progress 
The Development Committee met on February 12, 2006.  In attendance were AJ French, Ron 
Melka, Cara Emrich and Ray Conner attended for ½ the meeting.  Dr. Mary Smith was absent, 
but she did contribute to the discussion via email.  Conversations focused on how many council 
members have reached a maximum term service and potential changes to bylaws regarding 
council member term limits and officer terms.   
 
Our committee has not yet reached an agreement on how to proceed and is in the process of 
scheduling a meeting when all committee members can participate for the full call.  If needed, 
we will have more than one committee meeting so a recommendation can be presented at the 
May 2016 Council Meeting. 
 
We do, however, agree and want to affirm our commitment to managing existing membership 
terms as we move forward.  For this reason, a council database has been created to assist the 
Development Committee in the future.     
 
Terms 
Here is the current term status of Council Members. 
 

1. Mary Ann Abate: Provider #1   (have not yet determined date) 

2. Cindy Backstein: Family/Child #1   (2nd term expires in 2016)  

3. Wendy Blank: State #1 

4. John Brien: Family/Adult #1   (1st term expired Dec. 2015) 

5. Geogianna Broughton: Provider #1   *Council voted for her to fulfill remainder of Denise Daum’s 

one year term, which expired in Dec. 2014. 

6. Donna Buss: Consumer #1   (resigned 08-28-15) 

7. Michele Carmichael: State #2    

8. Terry Carmichael: Other #1   (1st term expired in Dec. 2014) 

9. N’Dana Carter: Consumer #2   (2nd term expired in Dec. 2015) 

10. Edwin Chandraseker: Provider #1   (1st term expired in Dec. 2014) 

11. Ray Conner: Family/Child #2   (3rd term expired Dec. 2015) 

12. Andrea Cooke: Consumer #3   (3rd term expired Dec. 2015) 

13. Cindy Daxenbichler: Family/Child #3   (3rd term expired Dec. 2015) 

14. Cara Emrich: Consumer #4 (1st term expires Dec. 2017) 

15. Sondra Frazier: Family/Child #4   (3rd term expired Dec. 2015) 

16. AJ French: Consumer #5   (2nd term expires Dec. 2016) 

17. Fred Friedman: Consumer #6   (3rd term expired Dec. 2015) 

18. Mark Heyrman: Other #2   (3rd term expired Dec. 2015) 

19. Dennis Hopkins: Provider #2   (3rd term expired Dec. 2015) 



 

 

20. Anne Irving: Other #3   (3rd term expired Dec. 2015) 

21. Antar Kalra: Consumer #7   (3rd term expired Dec. 2015) 

22. Steve Langley: Provider #3   (1st term expires Dec. 2016)  

23. Nanette Larson: State #3 

24. Pearl Madlock: State #4 

25. Daniel Martinez: Provider #4   (2nd term will expire Dec. 2016) 

26. Robin McGinnis: Provider #5 (1st term will expire Dec. 2017)  

27. Ron Melka: Other #4   (elected 07/10) 

28. Emily Miller: Other #5  (1st term expired Dec. 2015) 

29. Orson Morrison: Provider #6   (1st term expired Dec. 2015)  

30. Mike Nance: Consumer #8   (3rd term expired Dec. 2015) 

31. Lynn O’Shea: Provider #7   (3rd term expired Dec. 2015) 

32. Gene Oulvey: State #5 

33. Anita Overturf: Consumer #9   (2nd term expires in Dec. 2016) 

34. Margo Roethlisberger: Provider: #8 (have not yet determined date) 

35. Ann Schreiner: Provider #9  (elected 09/12)   

36. John Shustitzky: Provider #9   (3rd term expired Dec. 2015) 

37. Mary Smith: State #6 

38. Amy Starin: Other #6   (1st term expired in Dec. 2014) 

39. Jean Summerfield: State #7 

40. Lora Thomas: Other #7   (3rd term expires in Dec. 2016) 

41. Christine Walker: Family/Child #5   (2nd term expires in Dec. 2016) 

Candidates 
The following individuals have expressed an interest in serving as council members and have 
completed the vetting process.   
 

 Cheryl Niemo, R-2 East, Interest in Co-chairing the Justice Committee   

 John Person, R-5 Metro East, Interested in serving the Adult Inpatient Committee 
 
Additionally, six individuals have been invited to the March 2016 council meeting and are 
potential council candidates, provided they successfully complete the vetting process.  It is our 
intention to identify a diverse pool of candidates from all regions so the council composition 
will reflect diverse perspectives and statewide representation. 
 
Persons with Mental Illnesses in the Criminal Justice System Committee 
Individuals who desire to serve on the Justice Committee met for the first time on February 19, 
2016 and have submitted a Justice Committee report regarding areas of focus and request for 
appointment of committee co-chairs and committee members. 
 
Development Committee 2016 Agenda 

 Removal of Suspension Charge 

 Recommend Slate of Candidates for Election 



 

 

 Conduct a New Member Orientation (refresher for any existing council member) 

 Review & Revision of Bylaws (the discussion mentioned above only addresses term 
limits, there is a need to review bylaws in their entirety) 

 Introduce slate of candidate in October 2016 (for election in January 2017) as stated in 
our current bylaws. 


