DIVISION OF REHABILITATION SERVICES

The Divison of Rehabilitation Services (DRS) isthe sat€’ slead agency serving individudswith disabilities,
impacting the lives of more than 240,000 individuas with disabilitiesin Illinois. The Divison adminigers
an array of disability-related programs and services to assst individuas with disabilities and their families
in making informed choices to achieve full

community participation through employmernt,

DRS education, and independent living

M Funels - Dollars in Milions opportunities. [llinois continues to be

recognized as a nationa leader in Vocationa
Rehabilitation with 27,619 DRS customers

mg: entering competitive employment in the past
m‘ . four years. Furtheemore, DRS federaly-
IBIJD.D | funded Work Incentive Panning and
MI)D-D ] Assistance Program provides benefits planning
SEIJD:D | sarvices to individuas with the most sgnificant
$200.0 - disabilitieswho recelve Socid Security benefits
$100.0 and want to work, enabling them to anticipate

: and plan for changes that may occur in ther

FYD8 benefits when they obtain employment. The

FYD7 Home Services Program (HSP) is the largest

sngle Generd Revenue Funded program in

DRS. The program promotes independence

by offering an individudized, family centered approach for individuas with the most significant disabilities

who are a risk of inditutionaization. In addition to preventing inditionaization, the program provides

services through Community Reintegration. DRS partnerswith saff from Centersfor Independent Living

to help people with disahilities trangtion from nurang homes into the community.  Since the inception of

thisinnovative program, more than 1,000 individuas with disabilities have moved from nurang homes back
into the community.

0.0 |

Home Services Program

The DHS Divison of Rehabilitation Services administers the Home Services Program (HSP), aMedicad
waiver program, which offers individuas with disabilities who are at risk of premature or unnecessary
inditutiondization, the aternative of in-home care when the cost of home care does not exceed the cost
of ahedth carefacility. TheHSP providesthefollowing mgor services: (1) Persond Assstants (PA), who
are selected, employed and supervised by the individua and who hel p with household tasks and persona
care; (2) Homemaker Servicesthat offer persond care by trained and professiondly supervised personnel
for customers unable to direct a PA; and (3) Home Hedth Services such as nursing care and physical
therapy prescribed by aphysician and typically provided by aprivate home hedth agency. Other services
provided include: home ddivered meds, adult day care, assstive equipment, home remodeling, eectronic
home response, respite and diagnostic services, and case management.
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Children’s Residential And Educational Services
The Department providesresdential and educational servicesto children with disabilities between the ages
of 3and 21 at three state-operated schools, one in Chicago and two in Jacksonville,

Thelllinois Center for Rehabilitation and Education (ICRE-R) in Chicago provides educationad and related
programsin aresdentid setting for approximately 41 students age 5 to 21 who: (1) have severe physica
disabilitiesand associated chronic health conditions; and (2) through the application and eva uation process
are determined to be able to benefit from very specidized programming. Most of the students are dso
enrolled in specid education programs in Chicago schools near the facility. Other services include:
occupationd, physica and activity thergpies; vocationd evauation and training; job and life coaching; 24-
hour nursing; medical services, socid work services, psychologica evauations; and recregtiond thergpies.

The lllinois Schooal for the Visudly Impaired (1ISVI1) in Jacksonville provides a comprehensive educetiond
program with emphasis on the development of independence and pre-vocationa skills for approximately
96 students ages 3 to 21 for whom (1) a severe visud imparment is identified; (2) the loca digtrict
recommends ISV because the digtrict believes the student would be better served or parents directly
request admission; and (3) I1SVI can provide an appropriate program to serve the student. 1SVI adso
provides early intervention servicesfor children from birth to three years and has atranstiond living center
through which older students are receiving hands-on independent living skill training as well as orientation
and mobility training.

Thelllinois School for the Deaf (1SD), dso in Jacksonville, provides d ementary and secondary educationa
programs to approximately 244 students ages 3 to 21 for whom: (1) a severe hearing impairment is
identified; (2) thelocd school district recommends | SD asthe most appropriate and least restrictive option
or parents directly request admission; and (3) 1SD can provide an appropriate program to serve the
student. Programsemphasizetotad communication and include academic and vocationd training programs,
socia and hedlth services, and recreationa activities. 1SD aso provides early intervention services for
children from birth to three years and assessments and eva uations for adults through its eva uation center.

Centersfor Independent Living

Centersfor Independent Living (CIL’s) are non-residentia, consumer-controlled, community-based, not-
for-profit organizationsthat provide systemsadvocacy to create optionsand choicesfor independent living.
CIL’ sprovide sarvicesto individuadsto help theminincreasing skillsand abilitiesfor independent living and
provide public awvareness. Core services provided by dl CIL’sinclude advocacy, peer counsding, skills
traning, information and referral.

Vocational Rehabilitation Services- General/ Blind

The Vocationd Rehabilitation Program (VR) employs Rehabilitation Counsdors, Coordinators and other
rehabilitation professonals in 51 loca offices throughout the state to  provide direct services to VR
customers. Counsdors determine digibility, work closely with customers to establish suitable vocationd
gods and develop Individudized Plansfor Employment to carry out the gppropriate array of services. An
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individud is digible for the VR program if he or she has a physcd or mental disability that resultsin a
ubstantia impediment to employment, and needs vocationa rehabilitation services to prepare for, enter,

engage in or retain gainful employment. Servicesinclude: training; medica services, physicd and/or mentd

restoration; assistivetechnology devicesand services, counsdling and guidance; evauation and diagnodtics,

basic adaptive skills, placement; follow-up and post employment services.

DHS DRShasagpecid focuson servicesto customerswho havevisud impairments. Besdesthe services
described above, the VR Blind program offers adaptive skills for blind and visudly impaired persons,
mohbility ingtruction, and Braille with an emphass on Older Blind individuas. Approximatey 2,700
individuas receive services eech year. In addition, the Smal Business Enterprise Program, aso known as
the Vending Facility Program, provides training to prepare individuas with the skills needed to manage a
gmdl business. Blind individuas who have passed & seven-month training program provided by VR Blind
deff are served by this program. The Smal Business Enterprise program carries out the federa
Randol ph/Shepard Act and is a component of the federal VR program dlotment. It isanticipated that the
number of primary vending facilities will be 105 with over 330 satdlites.

A re-gppropriation of the Federd Vocationd Rehabilitation funds is required to liquidate prior year
obligations beyond the |gpse period deadline for payment. Case Servicesto Individuas obligates alarge
dollar amount of hospita, surgical and other medical services in which partid payment can be redized
through claims processed by insurance companies. Federd regulations mandate the use of al available
amilar benefits of the customer prior to paying for services from Federa Vocationd Rehabilitation funds.
Other factorsrequiring the re-appropriation of Federd Vocationa Rehabilitation fundsare: thefederd and
state fiscd years overlgp; and VR funds have multi-year obligation and liquidation authority that dlows
multiple federd fiscal yearsto be smultaneoudy operationd. DRS obligatesthe federd fundsthroughout
the year when they become available, which means that ongoing services obligated a the end of the state
fisca year will not be completed in time to meet the lapse period deadline for payment.

A growing program within the Vocationa Rehabilitation Program is the Supported Employment
Program, which provides competitive work in an integrated work setting for individuds with severe
disabilitieswho: 1) have not worked, or have worked intermittently in competitive employment; 2) have
been determined by aVVocationa Rehabiilitation Counselor to have areasonable expectation of achieving
employment with services, 3) need ongoing support services, and 4) can work in asupported employment
setting. Federd funds provideintensivetraining for thefirst 18 monthsto achieve stability and then Generd
Revenue funds provide extended support services if and as needed. Approximately 2,600 individuals
receive the short-term federdly funded services each year while over 150 individuds are served by the
State-funded long-term program.

Another mgjor VR-related programistheClient AssistanceProgram (CAP) whichisfederaly mandated
to serve any individuds with disabilities who want, or who are receiving, services from the Divison of
Rehabilitation Services. CAP works autonomoudy so that it can work most effectively to resolve
differencesbetween customers seeking servicesand the staff administering the programs. Morethan 3,000
customers are assisted by CAP each year.
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Community & Residential Servicesfor the Blind & Visually Impaired (CRSBVI)

This program provides services to newly blinded adults to enhance their gbility to live independently and
reduce ther risk of need for long term care. Rehabilitation Teachers and Orientation and Mobility
Ingtructors teach independent living skills to customersin their own homes. Blind individualswho are not
eligible to recelve vocationd rehabilitation services are served by this program. In additiond to offering
counseling and support groups, the program provides training in: activities of daily living (cooking, caring
for household and dothing, managing financid affairs, shopping, etc.); orientation and maobility; technology
access including computer access, Braille; and communication skills.

A short-term residentid training program for individuas with visua impairments is dso avallable a the
lllinois Center for Rehabilitation and Education-Wood. The services provided at ICRE-Wood are smilar
to those provided to individuds in the community. However, most cusomers served by this facility are
newly blinded and the intensive training and concentrated residential experience enables them to return to
the community with the necessary skills to live independently. The training costs associated with ICRE-
Wood areincluded in the CRSBVI budget. Approximately 270 individuas are served by this program
annudly.

Disability Determination Services

The Bureau of Disability Determination Services (BDDS) determinesthedigibility of applicantsfor benefits
under the Socid Security Adminigtration's (SSA) two disability programs. Socid Security Disability
Insurance (SSDI) under Titlell of the Socid Security Act, and Supplementa Security Income (SSI) under
Title XVI of the Socid Security Act. Title Il (SSDI) provides for payment of disability benefits to
individuals who are "insured" under the Act by virtue of their contributions to the Socid Security Trust
Fund. TitleXVI (SSl) providesfor paymentsto individuaswho are disabled and have limited income and
resources.

BDDS isresponsblefor devel oping medica evidenceand rendering digibility determinationsabout whether
an applicant is consdered disabled or blind under the law. It dso screens claimants for diaibility for
vocationd rehabilitation and refers them to VR, if appropriate.  Approximately 150,000 eigibility
determinations for SSDI and SSI benefits are projected to be completed in FY 08.

The SSI Advocacy Program provides management of the Client Assessment Unit which annudly provides
over 70,000 medicd determinations of employability for Trangtiond Assstance and Medicaid based on
adisability. SSI Advocacy dso providesservicesto individudsapplying for Supplementa Security Income
to asss them in obtaining federd benefits. DRS has contracted with Legd Assistance Foundation of
Chicago (LAF-C) to provide this service in Chicago.

FYO08 Highlight
. The Home Services Program funding increased $42.3 million to support estimated

program liability. These funds will support the annualized cost of new clients to the
program in FYQ7 and the cost for new customers entering the program in FY08. The
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Personal Assistants are also receiving a $1.00 per hour wage increase effective August
1, 2007.

Fundingfor the Centersfor | ndependent Living increased $2 million to support formula
funding. The budget request also includes funding to support a 3% COLA for these
centers.

The proposed budget reflects a 3% COLA for the Lekotek Play Libraries.

In cooperation with the Illinois State Board of Education, DHS will be procuring new

replacement textbooks for students at the I1linois School for Visually Impaired and the
Illinois School for the Deaf.
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