



Ligas Class Member/Family Advisory Committee
Meeting Minutes
April 12, 2016
Committee Member and Staff Attendees:
	
	First Name
	Last Name

	Dave
	Adden

	Silvia
	Campone

	Ronnie
	Cohn

	Jim
	Eddings

	Donna
	Frownfelter

	Missy
	Kichline

	Joanne
	Kunz

	Troy 
	Markert

	Elizabeth
	Miller

	Laura
	Miller

	Ruthann
	Sikora






Other Attendees:  Cathy Carmody, Ed McManus, Adam Sikora
The meeting began at 1:10 pm as a phone conference from locations in the Harris Building, Springfield and the Clinton Building, Chicago. 
See attached meeting agenda.
The minutes from the January 20, 2016 meeting were approved.  
OPENING REMARKS:  Donna greeted the member and attendees.
COURT MONITOR UPDATE:  Ronnie Cohn reported that monthly meetings have been initiated with the Department to discuss provisions of the Implementation Plan.  Parties are not disclosing the items being discussed until an understanding is reached.
CLASS COUNSEL UPDATE:  Laura Miller reported that May 16th is the next court status date.  The parties will have to report if progress has been made on discussion topics.
DDD LIGAS UPDATE:  Jim Eddings announced that as of March 1, 2016, 2421 individuals from the PUNS list are receiving services.  The Division’s benchmark is 2500 individuals receiving services by June 2016.  As of March 1, 2016, 1299 individuals from ICF/DD placements are now receiving community services.  The Division’s benchmark was to have 932 individuals placed by Dec. 2015.
On March 31st, the Division mailed 700 award letters to Ligas members, with half of the letters for Home-based Services and half for CILA services. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]UPDATE FROM LIGAS FAMILY ADVOCATES:  Missy Kichline updated the committee on The Ligas Family Advocate Program recent activities. 
Events & Activities Include:
February 4 - The Arc of Illinois and The Executive Forum Leadership Conference, Hilton Hotel in Lisle
	Director Greg Fenton, Division of Developmental Disabilities, DHS
	Director Kris Smith, Division of Rehabilitation Services, DHS
	Ronnie Cohn, Ligas Court Monitor
	Director Sheila Romano, Illinois Counsel of Developmental Disabilities
February 24 – Know Your Options / Family Advocacy Presentation, Oaklawn
	Sarah Myerscough-Mueller, DHS – Update on Employment First Options
	Lore Baker, Statewide Housing Coordinator – Housing Options
March 11 – The Network Conference, Godfrey 
Self-Advocates, The Statewide Alliance Advocacy Group, Developmental Disabilities of Metro East, Riverbend Home Services Office, Family Benefit Solutions, and Local Agencies Presenting
March 24 – Chicago, 4th Annual Family Advocacy / Ligas Informational Seminar
Cathy Ficker Terrill, CEO of CQL, the Council on Quality and Leadership, Nora Handler, SIBS Trainer, and Sherri Schneider, President of Family Benefits Solutions.
The following events are on the calendar for the Ligas Family Advocacy Program:
April 13 – Legislative Coffee.  The Going Home Steering Committee will be hosting a Legislative Coffee on Wednesday, April 13th, from 8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. in the Stratton Building Cafeteria in Springfield, IL. This is an annual event where legislators are invited to come out to meet self-advocates who have made successful transitions to the community from State Operated Developmental Centers.
April 20 – 21 – The Arc’s Annual Convention.  This convention will feature twenty five presentations featuring best practice and national trends. 
 
There is still time to register!  You can do so by registering online or filling out a registration form and sending it to The Arc of Illinois or fax it to 815-464-5292.  Consumer Stipends are available.
May 11 – 4th Annual Going Home Advocacy Day.  Illinois State Capitol Rotunda Springfield, Illinois 8.30 am (registration begins) – 2.30 pm.
 
Rally begins at 11 am Join hundreds of self-advocates and allies in speaking up and speaking out in support of community living for people with disabilities. Registration Begins March 1, 2016.  You can register at:
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/bcec73d19574f43e0b9ab00c1/files/Advocacy_DayRegistration_Form_2016.pdf
May 19 – Know Your Options Presentation at Brookens Administrative Center, 1776 E. Washington, Urbana, IL 61802.  This is a free event however registration is required.  Please email Linda Tortorelli at ltortore@illinois.edu or by telephone at 217-244-0928.
The Ligas Family Advocates are partnering with The Autism Program – UIUC, and CCRPC (Champaign County Regional Planning Commission) to host a Know Your Options Presentation.  Ligas Court Monitor Ronnie Cohn, a representative from Equip for Equality and more will be presenting.  
More detail can be found on the Ligas Family Advocate Program website at www.ligasfamilyadvocate.org 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Cathy Carmody shared materials developed by a group of provider agencies to support legislation that proposes to raise the wages for direct support workers.  More information on House Bill 5931 and Senate Bill 2952 can be found at:  http://instituteonline.net/
Elizabeth Miller asked the Committee for advice on how to proceed with her son’s escalating behavior issues and the CILA provider’s reaction to the behaviors.  
NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting will be from 1 to 3 p.m. on Tuesday, July 12, 2016.  We will meet in the 2A Conference Room in the Harris Building and the Secretary’s Video Conference Room on the 7th Floor of the Clinton Building.
QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS:  For questions or comments, please contact Dave Adden:  (217) 524-0848 or Dave.Adden@Illinois.gov.
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